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NARRATIVE SUMMARY -William Shawley 

Texas Eastern Gas Pipeline Company 
Rockwood Compressor Station 
Somerset Co., Black Twp. 

814-472-6330 

This site is an inactive compressor station which is now used only as a head
quarters for a·Texas Eastern guaging crew. The site was formerly used as a 
pump station for crude oil and other petroleum products and had a 65,000 
barrel storage tank which has been dismantled and removed. About 20 years 
ago, Texas Eastern bought the pipeline and the pump station and has been 
using it solely for natural gas. There are no compressors at the site at 
present. Two pipe lines cross the site; (1 20 11 and 24 11

}. 

Site maps included with the Weston Reports indicate a disposal pit, 
dismantled storage tank, dismantled slop tank, a crushed PCB drum area, and 
underground concrete sump tanks. 

A more extensive site history is located in the Weston Report and in the PA 
DER Bureau of Waste Management files in Pittsburgh. These files and maps 
indicate that at some time waste was disposed of in pits located at this site 
and that a potential exists for surface water, ground water and soils con
tamination from PCB's and possibly volatile organic and semivolatile organic 
compounds. Several water samples taken by myself and Eric Manges, 
Hydrogeologist, Pittsburgh Regional Office of Bureau of Waste Management did 
not indicate any contamination. 

Texas Eastern has been ordered by PA DER to supply information and records if 
available and to do further sampling at this site. Due to the fact that this 
site is not an active compressor station, the contamination potential is pro
bably lower than at other Texas Eastern sites but there is still a need for 
additional testing information. 

I recommend that a more complete site history should be obtained from Texas 
Eastern concerning the disposal practices at this site and that additional 
sampling and investigation should be done at the locations of the PCB drum 
area, disposal pit, sumps, and dismantled tank. 
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FIELD TRIP SUMMARY REPORT 

This summary should be prepared in conjunction with the Preliminary Assessment, EPA 
Form 2070-12. 
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-------------------------- I 
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3o 1 d;-4 ~-e.f:er Jl'fj10.Sd/ tr'f - fcJ.5Ibiy oi:l.u ar~tJS. 

;escription of processes/operations which took place at the site 
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Jar a,.,_J ,1\o {u"'/lll.j of' o:>I''1)'1 ~ .. B/olt o;eNift'ollf ttow e'f..r'J{ .:if\. .sd:-e. iAe UJt:..r/:on 

s\le /'r\Af s ;-,j,'cak a d•'-sfo.Jttf /'''f-
1 

tJ. d,·.s /Y\Clll f:-1-cc/ .5 'lot-t~..JL ion~ a d_.''SJMnt/Y?J s./c.f f:.o11. k 
a '-N'-J/..€tl PC/3 ?/r-().tn a.l't'4. aA.d ::.-f.ofl.d_fe b•-tlfJi'AJS, Sorr.*. h,.,(J",Ap a15QA.a.ve .bt>tn c-)1'.SMa,ti:-!-tJ. 

Waste handling/disposal practices 

f1 3 0 ' J,'o.t~.tfer- dt'l /o.s.a{ f i 'f: /o cafe J ~'" tJ.e ex km t. .Sou.f:i_ etJ..sf.eNt. (Dr--11 tf" o{ 

Ht'f!_ s,({.e_ J....tU been {~'/fu! /'tt avJ t'.s AoW l'ji'O~" ovel" wt'f:-J.. Otre.{a'-koll.t f)C ,(3 

df'U tr..s were ~~a.l'ot</Jy . Cf't(.SAed 011 !;,'-f:.e_ • Wtfl...ouf ialk'"j io e;yt/oyres LUAo 
wof'hA a'i-- 'tli'.!' Sr'fe fn i!te. ~;uf rl:- t'f d.llcuf!:- 'tv J~f:er-rnt'tt'!.. f'tlS'i: f/'t1CI:tte..r .. 

Site topography and runoff drainage pathways Tke.. SI.("Nrt. 0 {- 'l-J,.~ sd:e .S/o/~..f 'fr 0111 

We.si h t::.cut ... A 5f"''"J sr:>-ep i's lc~at-ed Just- abo••e tie {enr"td area aAd helcw t:J,e 
former lola'ho~~. &Jf H~ /.tu'J'e- s,'l:o~afi!.. 't-onk~ TAt'S c/f'ctt'A":Je cf'osse..r i-J...e sde fr-om NW 
'b-e S.t 4fi.J. e"'l:-e"s"' l'obJ~)'Il cJ,·{:ft af:- i-f..e.. \.{; t"~f'n'Pr' ,,{' iJ!i_ s,'¥.e., 
Surface or subsurface draina~e areas (leachate) noted? Odors/stains noted? 
TAe. eastF"" -e"-d c{ i:J,.e 5.t"'te H fa1r/y .swa!H.fJ q,.,Ju..•uk • ....,__N_o _________ ---1 

se-ep--s ;r.fo tAe. dfl.atf.41V' d.icA a~~.c1 it'IYo 'f:te.. {t~/J of! Stressed vegetation noted? 

t:-t..e. s:ouiA ea.tfe,...~~ ce-r-/I'Pt' of. t.J..e. s,'le. No 

Location and description of streams or receiving waters adjacent to site. Include 
flow direction and observations. Note location on attached map. 

11// .Sli.r{art. wa"t-ei' {rofl\ t-hi.·s;&. e11i-eM a. !'cad cJ,·[ch/s'{;r'('aW'\ t..L~A,·d, flews 5o<J.tfte4J'/;-
alc, .. 'i Te>wi\:.h•t l-oad ,_ S"l :> ahc<~.f Ja_ mde.. TA,'s- s'l:ream.. en&,.s Oil t.~nflam-td i':lhuf..a,..y 
... Jo't.h {fuwS sndhwesi cthouf 1 nt,'/e a"'d i:-J..e11 eni:-efl..!' Wt'J.scA. ('f'(,fk wht'Lh {/cu.•.r LUl'.sf a/md: 
~ rn 'If! "" d P~NN. (,-..a r C'f..p,:; K: ' 

Monitoring wells 

J t!JYI St'te (,1){,){/ 

6 Her 1110" \ i:-o r 1/1 j 

on site or in vicinity. Note location on attached map. 

,'r /IOI.V 011 .s,'fe whcf, wu.r {;~me"ly tJ.Sf'd f;r d,-r',k,·l\f t.v4ier, 

IPe//.s tfH.. flanned (;;,.. PAtJJt. II 1110 ,.dC'rt'11.f /n 'f:Ae ltfril j 8'7 (cAJ'I'td cvJ,.. 
(I" J Aq N'f /7/f.JIIl 
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Additional comments--Further description of site 

SITE CONTACTS 

Name and Title Affiliation Phone 

Harold 

INSPECTION INFORMATION 
Er,·'- f1a11Jt'.S- Hyc/!'~eo/oJiSt 

Jame and title of inspector(s) fJ; II S Aa.u) l-et - So f, d Wets"& Slecl a /,'sf . 

Agency PA /JEI<. 8ur, of {)_),u·f:e 
(3 ,'/I - B' I 4 - '1 '7 J - D 3 .3 6 

tjpnt Phone number £r,'c '-If 2- 6 'f 5 - 7 I oo 
/ 

Date --~H~t~~~--=~~~--~~-1~~~·~1~------------------ Time on site '-/, 0 T~-s bou.f'S 

Weather conditions: 3Dv w,·. 'j- 3 \ I { "11'0 1
'' "a _ lt\c_ ,~J o 77ew _s (..(./ 

ATTACHMENTS 

o Topographic map identifying site location. Include name of quadrangle map. 

o Site sketch map showing location of monitoring wells, domestic wells, municipal 
water supplies, and areas of concern (lagoons, leachate seeps, drums, etc.) 

o Any available sampling results or state monitoring data with map showing sam~l~ 
locations. 

. ' 
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SUBJECT: Texas Eastern Gas Pipeline Company 
Rockwood Compressor Station 

~1arch 6, 1987 

PCB and VOC Contamination/Preliminary Investigation 
Black Township, Somerset County 

TO: 

FROM: 

Terry R. Fabian 
Regional Environmental Protection 

Director 
Southwestern Regional Office 

Eric T. Manges ~-rfVl 
Hydrogeologist 
Bureau of waste Management 
Southwestern Regional Office 

Introduction 

The initial hydrogeologic investigation has been conducted as a result of 
information received by this Department which indicates that the Texas 
Eastern Gas Pipeline Company disposed of PCB contamined oils and condensate 
at their compressor stations. The PCB contaminated oils were apparently 
disposed in unlined pits on the compressor station properties. 

There are two Texas Eastern pumping facilities within 1.7 miles of each 
other on the same pipeline in the Rockwood area. 

The first station to be investigated was not the main Rockwood Compressor 
Station which is intended to be the focus of this preliminary investiga
tion. This first station, which is located in Milford Township, 1.7 miles 
east of the main compressor station, shall be referred to in this report as 
the Rockwood Guaging Station. The initial samples taken at this site shall 
be described in the sampling section of this report, but detailed infor
mation on this site shall not be presented at this time. If the sampling 
indicates a contamination problem at the site, further investigation shall 
be initiated. 

Upon receipt of additional, more precise information from Texas Eastern, 
the wain compressor station was located and a preliminary sampling investi
gation was initiated. To avoid confusion, the main compressor station 
shall be referred to·in this report and on laboratory analysis forms as the 
Rockwood/Murdock Compressor Station. This is the station at which Texas 
Eastern has admitted to disposing of PCB contaminated fluids. 

The Rockwood/Murdock Compressor Station is located in southern Somerset 
County, 1.5 miles south of the village of Murdock. This site is situated 
at latitude 39°56'18" North and longitude 79°06'12" West on the r~urdock, 
Pa. 7.5' U.S.G.S. Quadrangle Map. 
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Site Description 

The Rockwood/Murdock Compressor Station is located on the northwestern 
flank of the Negro Mountain in the Allegheny Moutain section of the 
Appalacian plateau province. This station is located on the top of a small 
ridge at an elevation of 2,000 feet. The groundwater discharges and sur
face waters from the site drain to the southeast into a small tributary of 
Wilson Creek. Wilson Creek enters into Coxes Creek approximately two miles 
west of the tributary (see attached topographic map). 

The site is surrounded by a 6-foot high cyclone fence which has 
deteriorated in several places and allows for easy access to the site. 

Texas Eastern employees at the site have indicated that the facility has 
not been used as a compressor station for wany years and that the lines 
currently only pass through the property. The buildings on the site appear 
to be circa 194~'s and the site in general appeared to be defunct. 

Disposal Pit 

The station layout map (attached), supplied by Weston, indicated that the 
disposal pit is located in the extreme eastern corner of the facility pro
perty. A Texas Eastern employee helped to verify the location of the pit. 
A small stream channel conveying upslope spring water passes within 25 feet 
of the disposal pit. The pit has been backfilled and regraded, but no 
vegetation has been established on the overlying soil. 

Potentially Affected Water Supplies 

A spring, which originates topographically upslope and just above the 
fenced area, flows through the western portion of the fenced property and 
within 25 feet of the disposal site. This water flows into a roadside 
drainageway which runs along the public road in front of the facility. As 
the drainage ditch advances away from the site, it develops into a small 
stream. This drainageway/stream also collects all other drainage from the 
site and conveys it to the tributary of Wilson Creek. The eastern portion 
of the site is fairly swampy and also seeps into the drainageway. 

An off-site spring enters the drainageway approximately 100 feet downstream 
from the on-site spring. This spring is topographically downslope from the 
disposal pit and is located on the property of Paul Boden. 

An on-site drilled well exists next to the office and maintenance building, 
approximately 100 feet west and upgradient of the disposal pit. 

An off-site drilled well exists just off of the northwest corner of the 
fenced area on the Leroy Roberts property. This well is approximately 280 
feet northwest and upgradient from the disposal pit. 
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• Hydrogeology 
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The general dip of the regional rock strata in the area is ' as the 
atcess of the Negro Mountain Anticline which lies approximately 2.5 miles 
southeast of the site. The strata beneath the site is composed of inter
bedded layers of sandstone, shale and limestone in the Glenshaw Formation 
of the Conemaugh Rock Group. The characteristic jointing and fracturing in 
this formation will allow for good water conveyance, especially in the 
sandstone layers. 

It would be expected that the regional groundwater flow direction will 
. follow the general slope of the underlying rock strata which is to the 

, 0 ,..~thu.•t>sfS{.lutl:least. In many cases, a shallow topographically-controlled water
bearing zone may exist, depending upon the depth of soil, the topographic 
slope, and the degree to which the uppermost rock layers have been 
weathered. As a result, groundwater flow directions ~ay vary between 
shallow and deep water zones. 

Sampling 

The sampling of the Rockwood Guaging Station occurred on February 28, 1987. 
No disposal pit was observed at this site. The following is a list of the 
samples and their description (see attached station layout map for 
locations): 

I.O. Number 

2518308 

2518309 

2518310 

2518311 

The sampling at the 
March 2, 1987. The 
descriptions: 

I .D. Number 

2518312 

2518313 

2518314 

2518315 

2518316 

2518317 

2518318 

Tributary to Coxes Creek (adjacent to north 
edge of site) 

Rockwood/Murdock Compressor Station occurred on 
following is a list of the samples and their 

.. . ' 

Description 

On-site we 11 

On-site spring channel 

Roberts Well 

Boden Spring 

Off-site ditch/stream 

On-site spring channel sediment 

Off-site ditch/stream sediment 

' . . . 
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All water sample points were analyzed for PCB's, VO~'s and metals. 

Soil samples from the pits were not obtained. The disposal pits have been 
backfilled and regraded since the cessation of disposal activities. It was 
not possible to obtain a sample at depth due to lack of equipment and time 
constraints. 

Comments & Recommendations: 

1. The disposal pit is located next to the fence at the eastern corner of 
the property. The fence has numerous breaks that allow for easy access 
to the site and the disposal pit. The entire fence should be comple
tely secured. 

2. If contamination is observed in any of the sample analysis results, the 
sampling point in question should be immediately resampled for further 
verification. 

3. If contamination is confirmed at 
thorough assessment of the type, 
tamination should be carried out 
forth in 25 Pa. Code §75.264(n). 
be prepared and initiated. 

any of the sampling locations, a 
location and extent of the con
according to the requirements set 
A abatement/clean-up plan should also 

4. Soil sampling of the disposal pits should be conducted through drilling 
with split spoon samplers. Samples should be obtained at one foot 
intervals. 

5. If contaminants are detected in the on-site spring channel next to the 
disposal pit, (No. 2518313, No. 2518317), then the spring origin, just 
upslope (south edge) from the fenced property, should be sampled. 

6. The on-site and off-site wells are both geologically and topographi
cally upgradient from the disposal pit. There does not appear to be an 
immediate contamination threat to any public or private water supplies. 

It does appear that there is a possibility of degradation of the local 
environment around the eastern corner of the site. The results of 
sediment samples taken in this area should help to ascertain whether 
hazardous pollutants have migrated off site. 
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